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Editorial

elcome to the first all-colour Gazette! This is some-
Wthing of an experiment, as regular Gazette Editor
John Hills-Harrop has handed me the reins to see
what can be achieved using an Internet print service. This
required me to prepare the text and photos on my computer,

then convert them to a suitable file format before emailing to
the printing company.

As the editor of the TTRCA website, www.ttrca.co.uk, | have
a reasonable grasp of computers, digital image manipulation,
and the internet so I'm pleased to be able to try something
new on behalf of the members. | know that colour pages in
previous Gazettes have been popular, so | hope you like our
all-colour 'experiment’.

Editing this edition has also given me the opportunity to try
out some new ideas, such as ’Internet Shopper. The
'Marshalling Yard’ can now include photos - send them to
steve@ttrca.co.uk and I'll endeavour to include them with
your ad. Preferably, colour photos should be taken against a
white background.

I hope you'll be able to attend the TTRCA events at Bristol
and Nuneaton in the coming weeks, meanwhile | hope you
enjoy your colour Gazette.

Steve White

Editorial
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AROUND THE WORLD OF TRIX

News, information, and gossip from our overseas representatives

GERMANY

Franz Nowack

zette my column

was missing for
a very good rea-
son: | was enjoying
my other hobby,
mountaineering, and | fulfilled my
lifetime dream, to go mountaineer-
ing in the Himalayas. With a small
group of 6 we did a 2 week trekking
tour, more or less a semi-circle
round Mount Everest. With won-
derful views and lasting memories,
the highest point we achieved was
Gokyo Ri, around 18,000 ft high,
10% higher than the tallest in
Europe, but still some 7000 ft below
the summit of Everest. This was the
reason why | also gave Banbury a
miss this year.

The punishment for this escape
into pleasure came immediately |
got home: 75 emails, after deleting
the spam, waiting for answers, and
| found another enormous moun-
tain, this time of Trix locomotives
waiting to be repaired in my work-
shop. Many of them marked “ready
for Zirich”, as | had promised care-
lessly. | succeeded, as the weather,
after the brilliant sunshine, rained
even longer. Bad weather is good
news for railway modellers, be-
cause we can sit in the workshop
with a clear conscience, can’'t we?
Count Coluzzi wrote in his book,
‘When we, as children, saw rain-
drops on the windows we got
glassy eyed, as it meant train-time
for us.’

A retreat into childhood - many of
us regard our hobby as this - which
is good, it is a retreat into a safe
place in our life, a form of recrea-
tion, isn't it also of the soul?

| see our hobby not only from this
perspective; I'm interested in poli-
tics and economic affairs and | fre-
guently read the Stuiddeutsche Zei-
tung. Up to 5 years ago you never
read about the model train industry
except for the opening of Nurem-
berg toy fair. But since the big

I n the last Ga-

changes in the industry, with many
people made redundant, there are
often articles about Marklin etc be-
ing companies of interest to the
middle classes. As Trix is part of
Marklin, this news is of interest to
us too.

An article on August 10th re-
ported that the Kingsbridge Capital
team, Alix Partners, employed to
stabilise the Méarklin business, had
finished their job and 3 new manag-
ers had been installed to run the
restructured firm, which now ex-
pects success. Since the takeover
the unfilled orders and the turnover
increased 2% to 101.7 million Eu-
ros. Whether it will work in future,
one must wait and see, as the
whole model trains business suffers
from cheap imports and lack of in-
terest from the younger generation.
They have the same problems as
the TTRCA.

Besides the restructure, Marklin
finally bought LGB, more or less
just for the name, as production in
Nuremberg stopped in Autumn
2006 and the employees were
made redundant. Marklin will only
keep 30 jobs in Nuremberg; before-
hand LGB employed up to 500, and
was the second big name in Ger-
many behind Mérklin and ahead of
Fleischmann. LGB trains will come
under the name Marklin, like Trix,
and production is expected to be
transferred to the Far East.

LGB was an interesting and un-
usual firm. 10 years ago | had the
opportunity to visit Lehmann and
see their production. They had vir-
tually no drawing office. Rolling
stock, coaches, loco bodies etc.
were designed by pattern builders,
then tool-makers would build the
tools, e.g. for injection moulding,
based on the hand made prototype.
This was extraordinary in industry
and | was told it could be done only
as long as they had the skilled
workers with many years experi-
ence.

Concerning cheap competitors,
Piko offers a BoBo electric loco de-
signed without any screws, all

clipped and clamped, including digi-
tal decoder, for € 39.90 (E27). A
Marklin or Trix 2-Rail loco of that
type is usually some € 200. Shock-
ing, isnt it, a fairer price war would
be a benefit for high quality pro-
ducer and customer.

| wish you happy holidays, Franz.

SOUTH AFRICA

lan Sutherland

ow the report from the tip of
N Africa, well near the tip!
| mentioned in a previous
report that Durban railway model-
lers were to host the 13th. South

African National Railway Conven-
tion here in Durban. These Con-

.

e

lan Sutherland

g TS

ventions are held over four days
and cover clinics, visits to local
home layouts, an all-day exhibition,
and social functions. Durban
started these Conventions in 1987,
and they are held in different cen-
tres at about 18 to 24 month inter-
vals. While we did have some ma-
jor problems, one of them being
about half the number of delegates



(South Africa contd)

that we had hoped to attend, and
the usual last minute 'panics', it all
went off very well. | had taken on
the 'portfolio’ of exhibition organ-
iser, which was held on Saturday,
11th August, and in spite of limited
advertising, about 1500 attended,
far more than we expected in our
wildest dreams! It was held from
9am to 4.30pm and for a period of
3 - 4 hours one could hardly move
in the hall. There were 16 operating
layouts, from Z scale to Lionel and
Hornby O scale, including 3 modu-
lar layouts. One of the aspects that
was most encouraging was that so
many people are still interested in
trains and model trains. Our local
Rotary Club did the catering and
they made a killing, having to clean
out two of our local supermarkets of
bread rolls. All their profits and
hopefully some of ours will be do-
nated to local charities. But alas no
Trix Twin ! It would have been to-
tally impossible for me to have op-
erated a layout and been 'in charge’
of the exhibition, but my wife sat at
my sales table where | did display
my TTR sign, a short length of track
with a loco and two coaches. So,
yes, TTR was represented ! Now
that it is over | hope to be able to
spend some time on my own trains
and | look forward to the next time
that | can display TTR again. Ah, |
can smell dinner wafting down from
the kitchen, so it is a good time to
close, and as always my best
wishes to all members of the Asso-
ciation from 'sunny' South Africa.
Regards, lan.

SWITZERLAND

Jean-Patrick Enz

Hello to all from Switzerland,
On August 4th and 5th the 15th In-
ternational Summer GTG for Trix
Express, TTR and Trix Trains took
place. With great pleasure | can
report that 75 enthusiasts attended
from Switzerland, Germany and the
Netherlands. | was also able to wel-
come "on board" six British enthusi-
asts: Penny and Martin Drayson,
Wendy and Christopher Lister,
John B. Hopkinson and Geoffrey
Robinson.

We had ‘post card weather’ over

the whole weekend, and on Satur-
day we put some of the stalls out in
the garden, and for the first time a
small layout operated by a German
enthusiast.

On the following Sunday 29 en-
thuasists took the opportunity to
visit the huge layout of the KNUBI-
Club. Everybody was invited to
bring a train and operate it on the
layout. Geoffrey Robinson ran his
Scalemaster conversion to Trix Ex-
press Pacific loco hauling numer-
ous tank wagons. The loco was

also displayed at Zurich.

Another memorable moment
came when | was able to welcome
the 1000™ visitor since the event
first took place, 15 years ago. Con-
gratulations went to our member
Ruedi Witschi, who won the prize,
and a Special Award: one of those
‘Champion’ flags that | like to give

Xmas Gazette. Although not origi-
nal, the overall appearance was
very impressive. The display in-
cluded a selection of TRIX HO
French Pacific locos and a custom-
ized American 4-6-4 based on a
German BRO1 Pacific.

Among the French locos was one
that ran for the French ETAT line,
in green livery whereas the others
in grey livery represented the

French SNCF colours of the time.

There was also an odd looking
DB class V200 diesel loco (the
V200 was technically quite similar
to the British Warship diesel) made
by shortening the body and mount-
ing it on a DB class V36 diesel
shunter (0-6-0).

Two other rare items: a KRUPP-
ARDELT docking crane originally
made by WIAD for TRIX TRAINS
(see the British TRIX catalogue of
1964) and a battery operated diesel
flyer made by DISTLER for TRIX
EXPRESS.

for a 10th visit to the event.
On the exhibition table Franz
Nowack displayed two very special

items from the former Czechoslova-

kian manufacturer GEWIS. One
was a two-coach diesel flyer and
the other a passenger train headed
by an electric loco. The story goes
that GEWIS once was a spare
parts and component supplier for
TRIX Nuremberg, who after WW I
made a small range of HO items.
Each diesel flyer coach body was

made of plastic and fitted to a chas-

sis with two bogies very similar to

those of the TRIX EXPRESS diesel

flyer 20/58.

The exhibition table also included
a replica of the French "Clairbourg"
station that was featured in the last

Again | would like to thank all visi-
tors and members for their support.

Best wishes, Jean-Patrick Enz

Instruction book for Gewis flyer;
more photos on page 18.

(Franz Nowack article about Gewis
in the next Gazette)



the American market sold on eBay. Unfortu-

nately the loco didn’'t have a coal tender, but it
did have the special tinplate red cowcatcher that differ-
entiates the loco from the German 20/53. Finding a
tender for the loco wouldn’t be too difficult, as one
from a Trix Express 20/53 will fit.

I I ere is a Trix Express loco specially made for

The most vulnerable parts of the loco body are the
smoke deflectors, which are often found snapped, and
the rear beam (or tender draw bar) which can fracture.
Look for signs of repair in these areas if you find a
20/51 or 20/53. The American version with cow-
catcher is very sought after — this one cost over £400.

Several of these rare Continental coaches appeared
from a seller in Switzerland, which is the market the
coaches were originally produced for. Made in Eng-
land, the coaches have Trix Express couplings. The
markings differed between the coaches on sale - in-
cluding the class number, the 'TTR’ logo, and the

‘Paris - Basle’ route indicators. The price for each of
these rarities was £180.

The photo bottom left shows the 'TTR Made in Eng-
land’ stamp, and the Trix Express coupling mounted
on a TTR bogie.




The DC Goods set above is a 3-rail version manufac- have similar contents: 0-6-0 tank, 3-plank wagon, cov-
tured by Trix for sale in the UK. This example was sold ered van, and brake van but the box lid illustration and
via my website. Meanwhile ‘down-under’ an Australian design is quite different.

2-rail version of the set was being auctioned. Both sets

TRIX EXPRESS

Many TTR collectors will be familiar with the Operating nect to fibre track , and a bag of coal of similar design
Dump Wagon Set. But how many have seen the Trix to the TTR version but with German wording. The set
Express version? It includes TTR dump wagons fitted is presented in a large red box.

with TE couplings, magnetic rail, transition rails to con-

-Fh‘!'u R 1 PR
”"’r A‘Hrl-
frand o

From a large red box to a tiny red  ‘Hare is your TTR badge_ | hope to have more unusual Trix
box. This is an original TTR pix from the internet in the next Ga-

owner’'s badge complete with the We know you will be zette. Meanwhile, happy surfing
paper slip stating: proud to weatr it.’ and bidding.



display: wooden 'Twin City’ station, island platform, water tower, and engine shed. Spot the coal con-

D avid Holmes looks chuffed with the Trix layout, and he has every right to be - just look at the models on

veyor, Scotsman(s), EMU and custom Southern scale coaches. Here’s David’s report:-

Arlesford is getting to be a bit of a

regular for me and as such one can

approach the day with some confi-
dence that all will work out okay.
This year proved the point and it all
went like clockwork — excuse the
pun. However, the Swan Hotel
where my wife and | stay overnight
suffered from flooding the previous
evening, which took most of their
dining room area out of action.
Although Bob Leggett supplied
us with different tables this time,
we put together a very similar lay-
out to the previous year. Once
again, we were much indebted to
Brian and Gill Arnold , who came
along on the Friday evening to set
up the layout. By the end of the
evening, most of the layout and
wiring was complete and it was
then only a question of putting out
the rolling stock etc. the following
morning. Unfortunately, | did not

check the theme used in 2006 and
brought along most of the same
stock again i.e. BR and Southern.
The idea was to do Continental at
Arlesford and BR/ Southern at
Knowle Road. However, nobody
seemed to notice and we did have
some visiting stock, notably a rake
of very rare Trix Express Swiss
short bogie coaches brought along
by David O’Brian (see page 6). We
were treated to the experience of
seeing David at the controls, oper-
ating up to ten of these coaches,
pulled by the Trix Express 0-4-0
Electric loco.

Visitors on the day who also had
a hand on the controls were Gary
Lefevre and Geoff Robinson -
many thanks to them for their help.
Also of course to Gill & Brian
throughout the day and for their
invaluable help in packing up at the
end of it all. The sales stalls were

up to their usual high standard — it
really is one of the best events for
the range of products available. On
the Trix front, there was Keith &
Linda Hayman plus Duncan Bell.
Duncan could also call on Clive
Parker to run items if required,
Clive being located alongside his
tables. | was tempted to buy a very
nice Trix Express green loco from
Keith, but | understand that | was
pipped at the post by our Secre-
tary, Mary Lillford. Never mind ,
Keith usually comes up with some-
thing to tempt me!

All'in all, a very enjoyable event
again and one that we look forward
to doing. The weather was not so
good this time — some early morn-
ing rain was a cause of concern to
the traders who had outside stalls,
but they seemed to manage okay.

On to Knowle Road a week later:-




KNOWLE ROAD

nce again, there was a
O problem with the tables in

that two had broken trestles
as before. However, | had come
prepared this time with a full set of
tools and it did not take long to re-
pair these. Last year, the layout
used by Philip Cooke and myself
worked so well that we decided to
set up exactly the same format. |
had taken photographs specifically
to help with this and duly got these
out to copy. Could we get it right?
The outer and middle loops went in
a treat, but the inner loop just would
not come out right. Try though we
may, we could not match the previ-
ous arrangement and eventually
had to modify the other loops in
order to accommodate the inner.
As a result, we only just managed
to complete the basic track layout

during the set-up evening and had
quite a lot still do the following day
before opening time.

Philip brought a nice selection of
his Southern stock and we ran this
together with a range of LMS stock.
One little story for the day. An eld-
erly gentleman came in during the
afternoon and said that he had
been given a few items of Trix by a
friend, but was not sure whether
they were safe to run, due to the
age of them. These included a post
war controller nicely boxed and a
Southern 0-4-0 pre-war, both in
very good condition. Having car-
ried out a quick check that the loco
mechanism appeared okay, plus a
little lubrication, we tried it on the
layout. Despite not having run for
some twenty odd years, it ran quite
well. Finally, a really good example
of an LMS 0-4-0 tender engine
which, after the same quick treat-
ment worked without any problem
at all. The gentleman was therefore
assured that all was well and would
he be interested in joining the
TTRCA for further information! |
offered to carry out a full check on
the Southern loco, duly completed
a couple of weeks later. He was
very pleased with the result and

hopefully we may gain a new mem-
ber.

My thanks again to Philip Cooke
for his excellent assistance over the
whole event, despite the fact that
he was due to go on holiday to
France with his family that week-
end. At the time of writing, | am
looking forward to reciprocating for
him at Alfriston over the bank holi-
day weekend.

David Holmes, Brian Arnold and
David O’Brien at Alresford

You can also read Bob Legget's
report on the TCS website:
http://www.traincollectors.co.uk/

Roger Garnham, Nuneaton

Two years ago | was made
aware of some Trix items
that were for sale from the
collection of Keith Hayman. |
thought they would be ideal for my
layout if | could get them. The
usual telephone conversation took
place, and it was agreed | could
have the items | wanted. This was
music to my ears, so the items
were parcelled up and dispatched
to my address in Nuneaton.

After some time had gone by, and
not receiving the goods, telephone
calls were made to Keith and then
to the Royal Mail by both of us. Af-
ter many more frantic phone calls
and letter writing, which lasted sev-
eral weeks, nothing could be
traced. As the weeks and months
went by no news was bad news,
and sadness, for both of us.

Over a few months, a phone call
would be made to see if either of
us had heard anything of the elu-
sive parcel. Needless to say, the
answer was always the same; NO.
After the passing of those months,
I bought other similar items to com-
pensate for the items never re-
ceived. Eventually, the parcel was
well and truly forgotten.

On Saturday July 28™ at lunch-
time, | could see a Royal Mail van
pull up outside my house, but took
no notice because | wasn't expect-
ing anything. Then, a knock at the
door, and my first thoughts were
that the parcel was for next door,
and would | take it in. | was in-
formed it was for my address but,
as | couldn’t believe the battered
condition it was in, didn’t take the
postman’s word for it. After exami-
nation | could just make out that
indeed, it was addressed to me.
With anticipation, | opened the tatty

parcel and was absolutely GOB-
SMACKED to discover it contained
the Trix items | had ordered two
years ago!

On examination, the contents were
in remarkably good condition; two
LMS coaches damaged but repair-
able, loco couplings squashed but
replacements available. So after
the thousands of miles and the
FIFTEEN countries this parcel had
visited it is “well packed, Keith!”.

The Royal Mail say they will al-
ways deliver, and as the old saying
goes, it always comes to those that
wait, but | think this is stretching
things a little too far, don’t you? |
hope you are over the shock now,
Keith.




Modelmania

Cholsey, near Oxford
Sunday 29th July 2007
GEOFFREY ROBINSON

he omens, as they say, were
I inauspicious in the days im-
mediately preceding this
event. The widespread flooding a
few days before a little further
west, and more to the point, upriver
of Cholsey, had reached Oxford
and Abingdon with a very high river
Thames. On the day however eve-
rything was fine, with no problems
locally, and a bright sunny day for
the outside exhibits.
As its name suggests this was an

exhibition of many fields of model-
ling, designed to encourage people
to perhaps take up some of the ac-
tivities featured as interesting hob-
bies. A large proportion of the visi-

tors were family groups, which
makes a refreshing change from
many of our smaller railway exhibi-
tions now which seem to be attract-
ing principally ‘older’ clientele.
There was considerable R/C ac-
tivity outside with planes, cars and
tanks in action, although | was not
aware of any mass destruction by
the latter. Inside, spread around
the many classrooms (which, inci-
dentally were laid out in such a
way as to create a through flow of
visitors) were a wide variety of

static and operating models, inter-
spersed with trade stands.

It was by no means all railways,
and | found that the magic of a
good old fashioned ‘action’ Trix
Twin layout provided considerable
entertainment. | built up on the day
a bakelite track layout of three cir-
cuits on a 9ft by 4ft board, and ran
two ‘early’ DC circuits, and one AC
circuit. In fact the layout was very
similar to that described on page
11 of the last Gazette. What the
visitors want is action, (the noise
level of Trix on bakelite always
seems to accentuate the intensity
of operations) and my aim was to
keep all three trains in motion as
much as possible. At least when
changing over stock on one circuit,
two can still continue. Several peo-
ple were quite surprised to find out
that there was hardly anything un-
der 50 years old in operation on
the layout.

Two TTRCA members made
themselves known to me, | was
grateful to Colin Cheesman for tak-
ing some photos, and another gen-
tleman from Newbury whose name
unfortunately escapes me. It is al-
ways good to be distracted for a
few minutes to share TTR news,
views and information, especially
when the trains are behaving as
they did throughout the day.

A very good day’s entertainment,
and well received by the visitors. |
used the display stand to promote
TTRCA as well as a simple, large
text ‘bullet points’ description of the
outline history of Trix in Britain.
Leaflets were also available to
spread the word.

(See page 12 for more from Geof-
frey)

SPARES NOTES

MARTIN DRAYSON

enny and | were pleased to
P be able to attend the Swiss

GTG in Zurich on August 4™
after missing it last year. It is al-
ways a friendly meeting and once
again | operated a spares courier
service for Franz Nowack. Hope-
fully everyone who was expecting

parts from Franz has got them by
now!

The Autumn spares list is en-
closed with this Gazette and in-
cludes the new Diesel Flyer con-
nectors that were announced in the
last issue.

Remember, we have hundreds of
spares for later Trix / British Liliput
00/HO and even some Minitrix
items. These are too numerous to
list, so please ask. If | don’t have
what you want at the meetings, at

least | can tell you if something is
available and can post it on after-
wards.

Triton nameplates are still unfor-
tunately out of stock.

We have a number of Trix HO
and Minitrix items available from
the former Bala Model Railways
stock. A selection of these can be
found in the Marshalling Yard on
page 19.




A LUCKY CONTACT
KEITH SCRANAGE

y introduction to TRIX was
IVI in the early 1940s when

my father purchased a
fairly large amount of track, rolling
stock and, | think, four locomotives
— two 0-4-0 tank engines and two
0-4-0 tender versions — which had
been pre-owned. We had much
enjoyment even though on many
occasions there was no electrifica-
tion allowed.

Ten years later new products ap-
peared in the larger toyshops but
the couplings were not compatible
with my stock; hence my letter to
the TRIX Information Bureau, a
copy of their reply is reproduced
here. | hope this is of interest to
more established but maybe
younger members.

Quite by chance | was given
Brian Arnold’s telephone number,
you can imagine my surprise when
| noticed that the digits were so
similar to disclose them as very
near neighbours, my eldest son
lives at Oadby. | contacted Brian
and arranged to meet him at the
Train Collectors Society exhibition
at the Trinity Methodist Church in
Leicester. | returned from this gath-
ering having viewed the first ‘live’
Trix layout for over 60 years, run
by Brian, who enrolled me as a
member of the TTRCA on the spot!

I’'m most grateful to Martin Dray-
son for his excellent and speedy
service supplying basic spares for
my “ancient” rolling stock couplings
and more recently David Johnson

for the replica boxes — these are
much appreciated.

Having reached my “big 70”
there is “youthful” anticipation that
Brian’s technical expertise will
breathe new life into the aforemen-
tioned locos as well as those of

lesser vintage! | only wish I'd been
aware of the TTRCA much earlier.
With grateful thanks to all offi-
cials and fellow world-wide mem-
bers for the excellent Gazette

Trix and Bassett-Lowke management, with a Coronation on the Trix layout (clipping from Bill Jones)



ROBINSON’S RAILWAYS

Geoffrey Robinson

Straight
Curve
Half Curve
Quarter Straight
Buffer Rail
Terminal Rail
Pre War Point
Post War Point
) Electrically Operated

MITVAWOION

Bakelite track

Notes for Plan 2
Baseboard Dimensions 9ft x 4ft

Twin running, in opposite directions, so trains pass
each time in the station using the loops, and then
avoid each other where they cross on the diamond.
On this occasion electrically operated points are a
must, and it does wonders for the concentration.

If you are really confident, run with two AC locos, but
personally | find it easier with DC.

WHO SUPPLIES THE LAYOUT?

e tend to take for granted the layouts at our
WGTG’S but as can be seen from the ‘Dates

for your Diary’ section, there is not much Trix
being shown around the Country. In recent years sev-
eral of our more prolific operators have taken retire-
ment, and | would like to encourage anyone who likes
running Trix to seriously consider running at a show. A
good starting point is to join one of us at a show to get
the feel of it first.

Either contact me (details inside front cover) or the
person named as running at a particular event in the
‘Diary’.

It is now 50 years (yes, half a century) since AC was
replaced by conventional DC traction, steam was still
in charge on the full size railways, and Beeching was
still in the future. We are now History, let's make the

most of it and show the wonders of Trix to those that
have forgotten or never knew what they missed.

One of Geoffrey’s layouts is shown below, as seen at
the Cholsey Show on Sunday 29th July. Geoff's Trix
ran beautifully, reports Colin J. Cheesman, who also
took the photo. See page 10.




es, | know that Trix had al-
Yready done a Dover mock-
up, but that was a DC ver-
sion, and in BR colours. As

I'm never one to turn a challenge
down, | had a go.

The first stage was to completely
strip the bodies of the loco and ten-
der. Fortunately the tender base
was in good condition, and only
needed a little touching in of miss-
ing black paint. Many people use a
proprietary stripper to get rid of the
paint, but | find that it is very diffi-
cult to completely clean away the
gel, unless it is a smooth flattish
surface. | use a hot solution of
caustic soda, usually in a large loaf
tin on a gas ring. The bodies are
completely submerged, and after
only a few minutes should be
stripped. If not fully rid of paint put
them back for a few more minutes.
Rinse them, use a compass point
and a tooth brush to get into the
crevices, and pop them into the
dishwasher - without any deter-

gent. When they come out give
them a good going over with a wire
brush, and they are ready for the
next stage.

The Pytchley body has certain fea-
tures which are pure LNER, and
these had to go. The snifter valve
behind the chimney, the steam
pipe along the boiler and the rain
strips on the cab roof were all filed
away. | also filed away sufficient of
the steam pipes to the cylinders to
allow the smoke deflectors to sit
squarely onto the footplate. The
only other job was to file away the
foxes above the nameplates so
that they didn't sit proud of the Do-
ver nameplates.

The body is now ready for painting,
and after priming it was sprayed
with Southern Maunsell green. Af-
ter adding the black parts of the
painting scheme the bodies were
lined out, and transfers added.

The last task was to attach new
nameplates and smoke deflectors.

The nameplates were from Model-
master and were attached with
Superglue. The smoke deflectors
were from Martin, and after the
bottom lug was filed away were
attached using a 'Chemical Metal'.
Some of this was put behind the
deflectors at the base, and a little
between the top Ilug and the
smokebox. Each deflector was
added separately, as they had to
be held in a vertical position until
the resin set.

It was an interesting project, and
the results can be seen in the pic-
tures.

One thing leads to another, and |
have just converted a Compound
to a representation of a Great
Western Hall ! Now | know that the
'‘Halls' had more wheels and taper
boilers, but looking at 'Bulldogs',
'‘Dukedogs’ etc., | think that the re-
sult is almost convincing. After all,
Trix endowed their little 0-4-0s
with quite a few exotic numbers.



Dixon Upcott

ing of my old Dad, chiefly be-

cause the readily available work-
shop is no more. Kitchen table re-
pairs may be OK for me but not for
others, however a member who
made a purchase from me asked if
| would look at his Western, which
was not working. Not too much can
go wrong with these, | thought, -
wrong!

I don’t do repairs, since the pass-

The box of bits that arrived re-
vealed two disintegrated metal
frames that clip into the body and
support the bogies. A quick e-mail
to our super efficient spares depart-
ment had two replacements wing-
ing their way to me almost the next
day. Unfortunately these too, al-
though not fractured, were bowed.
The next problem was that they are
not tapped and need to be, to take
two “self tapping” screws which
would not self tap no matter how
hard I tried. | managed to locate a
suitable tap, fitting up the frames
with lights, bogies etc only to find

that they would not clip back into
the plastic super-structure. Why?
Well gentle pressure resulted in
their disintegration in my hands! |
wish | hadn’t started. Well the bow-
ing of these frames had in effect
meant they had “grown.” They no
longer fitted the body. Another e-
mail to the spares department re-
sulted in a further set being deliv-
ered which, this time, were straight
and true.

I dismantled the “new” broken
frames, tapped the 2nd new pair
and proceeded to refit to the plastic
superstructure. Plain sailing?
Never, this is TRIX! This time the
new metal frames dropped into the
slots in the body so easily that they
fell out. Attempting to refit the cen-
tral plastic plate also resulted in it
falling out! What now? The original
fatigued frames had grown so

much before disintegration that the
plastic superstructure had been
pushed outwards so much that the
new frames would no longer fit! The
remedy was to try to stretch the
body back into shape by careful
strapping and gentle heat on the
radiator over a period of weeks.
Eventually the frames were fitted
perfectly and an extremely nice
loco was returned to working order!

End of story, or so | thought. So
delighted was our friend that an-
other loco arrived “not working.”
This was a Liliput Pacific with a re-
ported high tender wheel lifting the
whole tender? On closer inspection
this was indeed the case when
viewed sideways. On viewing from
underneath the chassis was bent
badly and noticeably crazed. On
removing the tender body a late
Hong Kong style motor by Mabuchi
was revealed. | have never seen

one of these but the chassis was
completely shot and would need

replacing. Once again our spares
department came up trumps but |
shall let Martin tell that story!

What is so surprising is that this
loco is a post 1976 model. All previ-
ous experience with metal fatigue
centred on Coronation tender bod-
ies, post-war pacific chassis and
loco weights, 20/55 bodies, 2-4-2

chassis, 5 pole motor housings and
0-4-0 brush holders! | have once
come across a Britannia chassis
fatigued and even a black wartime
Scotsman 1942 which showed
signs of fatigue in the body but this
was caused by an expanding loco
weight which the owner would not
remove! But 1976 metal fatigue! |
wonder why this went wrong? Does
anybody know?

Co-incidentally | then managed to
buy one for myself, thankfully with
no metal fatigue, having never seen
this particular version. The Welsh-
man by the way is the happy owner
of these repaired gems, The Scots-
man is the pacific loco in BR green
and the banana is the fatigued
metal chassis.

Does anyone else have tales of
woe doing repairs?



David O'Brien

rare Twinings stations you might wonder why there’s a

n the front cover, we asked the question - what If you've been lucky enough to obtain one of these
is it? Expert David O’Brien has the answer, as

he found out when he bought a mint boxed
pre-war wooden Twin City station from Ebay.

gaping hole at the bottom of the booking hall floor.
Mystery solved - here’s the missing part. Over the
years, out of the box, the loose part gets separated,
and away from its home is unrecognisable and gets
lost. The pieces are individually made to fit each build-
ing and do not appear to be interchangeable.

David also sends us a photo (on right) of the three versions of the sta-

tion: ‘Trixstadt’, ‘Trix City’, and ‘Twin City’.

NOTICE OF AGM 2007
The TTRCA Annual General Meeting will be held at
the Catholic Hall, Nuneaton at 13.00 hrs (1pm) during
the TTRCA get together on Saturday 27 October
2007. There will be a committee meeting immediately
before the AGM at 12.30hrs. Nominations are required
for the election of Officers who will serve for 2008.
These should be sent to the Secretary in advance of
the AGM.

This year the committee has consisted of the following
officers:

Hon. Secretary

Hon Treasurer/Membership Secretary

Overseas Liaison Officer

Spares Officer

Editor

Special Projects Officer

Publicity Officer

Website Officer

At the time of going to print there are no known sug-
gestions for changes to the list of officers. The current
officers will report on their activities. There will be a
discussion on the future of the Association, planned
events, and on the setting of the subscription for 2008.

All comments are welcome and if there are any items
that you would like raised or discussed at the AGM, or
you wish to send apologies for absence, then please
let the secretary know by letter.

MARY LILLFORD (Hon. Secretary).

TTRCA NOMINATION FORM
Nomination for election to the TTRCA Committee
must be deposited with the Hon. Secretary:

Mary Lillford,

Nominations must be made in writing, in the format
below, signed by the proposer, seconder and the
nominee (all of whom must be paid-up members of
the Association).

(Name)......oooiiiiii i is proposed as a
committee member of the TTRCA for election at the
AGM on Saturday 27™ October 2007.

Proposer’s name

Proposer’s signature

Seconder’s name

Seconder’s signature

| agree to my nomination as a committee member

Nominee’s signature

Dated:




Modelling a Trix Express Auxiliary Equipment Wagon
Maurice J. Pheil (USA TTRCA member)

n 1902 the Koniglich Bay-
erischen Staats-Eisenbahnen
(K.Bay.Sts.B.), Royal Bavarian

State Railways procured twelve
auxiliary equipment wagons
(Geratewagen) for emergency and
major maintenance operations.

The wagons were painted DRG
green with the National Railroad
eagle and number board. Distinc-
tive features included side win-
dows, an oil/gas container mounted
behind the 3rd axle, toolbox be-
tween 2nd and 3rd axle, and track
gauges between 1st and 2nd axle.
The wagon interior was fitted as a
workshop with tools and salvage
equipment for use in accidents.

From 1909 all Geratewagen were
manufactured at the Gotha Coach
Works. Length over buffers was
14.22 m (46.65 ft), with double slid-
ing doors on the side of the wagon
without brakes. They were num-
bered 907, 909, 911, 913, 915 and
917 and integrated into Group 71.
Unfortunately, none of the original
wagons remains preserved today.

Hilfsgeratewagen in the M.A.N. yard at
Nurnberg in 1902.

I have found only one HO scale
model of this wagon, from a manu-
facturer in Germany

(www.modellbahn-seyfried.de) in
DRG brown, price 199 Euros.

Based on an article in the Eisen-
bahn Journal June 1988, | decided
to make my own using a TRIX
23482 3-axle Gedeckter Giuter-
wagen. This wagon is manufac-
tured in DB brown. | removed the
brakeman’s cab (Bremserhaus)
and housing from the chassis. |
gently cut 4 window areas, and at-
tached window inserts and “glass”
from a Faller 232237 Haus
“Enzian” (chalet) N-scale kit. The
exterior was painted DRG green
with a black roof. To avoid paint-
ing, one could use a TRIX 23905 3-
axle Bavarian Gedeckter Guter-
wagen, replacing the doors and
adding the other items as de-
scribed below.

Geratewagen Gotha 915 in original form

Installing windows in the sliding
doors of the wagon is not a simple
task as both are made of thin poly-
styrene and break easily. TRIX
does not offer replacement doors
as spare parts. After damaging
one of the original doors, | chose to
use the doors from an older model
TRIX International 52-3600-00, Ba-
varian Giterzug Packwagen. The
sliding door size on this particular
wagon is 2 mm shorter in length
and width than the door on the
TRIX 23482 wagon. The Faller kit
contains window shutters that are 2
mm wide. Using Faller Super Ex-

pert plastic glue | attached the
shutters to the doors, then applied
paint and decals. | used Reichs-
bahnadler running numbers and
the K.Bay.Sts.B coat of arms.
These decals are available in HO
scale from www.tl-modellbau.de .
The track gauges that are attached
at the side nearest the Bremser-
haus were made from 4 TRIX DC
wheel sets. After the wheels were
removed, the axles were attached
to frames made from pieces in the
chalet kit. | painted the assemblies
black before attaching them to the
sides of the wagon.

The Geratekasten (toolbox), which
is located under the chassis on the
opposite side of the Bremserhaus,
was made from the chalet kit roof.
Once the pieces have been glued
the box was painted green and at-
tached to the undercarriage of the
wagon. For the oil/gas container |
used two small model containers,
removed from Roco 47572 Con-
ductor Car Sputnik, painted them
black and attached them under-
neath the chassis at the opposite
end from the Bremserhaus.

Geratewagen from the Baden listing of
railway service coaches

The wagon can be used with the
original TRIX DC wheels (AC
wheel sets for Marklin) and TRIX
International couplings (Part No:
66671) or newer TRIX/Marklin
close couplers TRIX 701630 [32-
3762-58]. For the TRIX Express
enthusiast wheels can be replaced
with  TRIX Express Part No:
33340009, metal with black
spokes, and couplings with TRIX
Express NEM, TRIX Part No.
33336810.

Acknowledgments

Thanks to Ulrich Krings for informa-
tion about German freight wagons,
and Michael Shlepr for the photo.
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en/Bahndienstwagen/Hilfszuge/hilfszuge.html




Rainer Haug

ome time ago | bought a
S couple of wooden buildings

and accessories. Two of
them were easily identified as a
pre war TTR 862 Footbridge and
the Hugar "Manchester" BR Sta-
tion. With the help of Jennifer and
Paul Brooks the goods depot was
identified as a Hailey product.
The last two pieces remain uniden-
tified. As can be seen from the pic-
tures they seem to be very close to
the TTR Manyways Quadrant
piece (35), and the Clock Tower
(39), however they are definitely
not TTR.

Does any TTRCA member know
more about this series of wooden
buildings? There is no sign of a
maker but they are definitely pro-

fessionally made. The clock tower
has the number 15 written in pencil
on the inside of it.

The ‘BR’ signs, the window, the
the clock frame and as the
‘chimneys’ (?) are diecast and are
held in place with either small
screws or nails. The windows of

the quadrant piece are cut out and
fitted with celastoid ‘glass’ as is the
clock. The clock shows seven past
nine, but unfortunately the face is
nearly faded away. Perhaps the
BR does not stand for the obvious
‘British Railways’ but for the manu-
facturer’s initials? Any comment or
hint is very welcome.

Picture on right shows the 2 pieces
fitted to a TTR Manyways main build-
ing and steps

Michael Joyce

he line-up of six coaches
shows the different types of
couplings used from 1935

through to post-war. From the left,
the earliest, then British diecast,

metal hook (like the tender type),
standard Trix Express, then USA
type, finally the standard TTR type.
The 242 loco shows the USA type
guide bars and the USA type
coach.

Some of the recent articles about
TE locos don't seem to have been
answered, so...

About 1956 TE added extra de-
tail to the 0-4-Os, the 2-4-2 tank,

and the 4-6-2 Pacific. Though the
chassis were the same with the
usual outside brushes, the AC re-
versing mechanisms were re-
moved and a permanent magnet
was put in place for DC running.
This deleted the auto uncoupling
from the 2-4-2 and the 4-6-2. Front
lights were added to the 0-4-0 tank.
(Ed: firebox detail was inserted in
the 0-4-0 tender loco cab.)




ZURICH PHOTO GALLERY

Continued from page 5,
photos by Benno Faessler

Replica Clairbourg station entrance view

ETAT type 4-6-2 Pacific and US 4-6-4 Hudson

Fast passenger train by GEWIS Electric loco by GEWIS

Diesel Flyer by DISTLER

Clairbourg station

Rare WIAD dock crane
KRUPP-ARDELT with
control unit




THE MARSHALL

Items for sale and wanted

NG YARD

WANTED -- Various spares

TRIX EXPRESS LAPEL PINS
For sale

Trix HO International items, boxed

FOR SALE (ex Bala)

POINTS OF VIEW

and €mails

Dear Editor,

The Gazette is going from
strength to strength — many con-
gratulations. | was heartened to
hear you tell me at Banbury that
you now have an increasing supply
of material with which to fill the Ga-
zette, but that you have to limit its
size to avoid going up into the next
postage charge bracket. So, is this
the moment in time to consider go-
ing from quarterly to bi-monthly?

There would be extra costs, but
we are a much bigger club than we
used to be and subscription income
is growing, and our subscription is
still modest compared with other
clubs — members might even be
prepared to pay a little more to get
six Gazettes a year.

There would also be a heavier
editorial workload. All of us must
be especially grateful for the efforts
you have personally made to give
us such a good Gazette, but
maybe this is the time to find an
assistant editor to help you. Are
these questions that could be dis-
cussed at our Annual General

Meeting in October?

Your use of colour inside the Ga-
zette is very attractive — could we
have more please! Articles such
as the one on the French stations
respond well to colour, and so
would articles on unusual and
modified locos and rolling stock.
But perhaps you should tell us
what sort of articles you would like
us to provide. Thank you for all
your efforts.

ANTHONY EASTWOOD

Dear Editor,
POINTS IN FAVOUR

Every year at our AGM we are all
pleased | am sure to find that the
finances of the TTRCA are buoyant
and in good hands, with a substan-
tial surplus.

The aim of our Association is to
promote, foster, and keep Trix
alive. Having resurrected a layout
over the past year (See Gazette
125 p18), one of the main prob-
lems | have encountered is obtain-
ing good reliable universal points.

| cannot see a better way to keep
Trix alive into the 21st century than
to use some of our funds to ap-
proach a manufacturer to get a
batch of new universal remote
points made.

Are there any other members out
there who would be willing to place
an order? Make mine ten pairs
please!

DAVID WOOD

AN AUSTRALIAN VACANCY

Peter Grant having served for
many years as the TTRCA's repre-
sentative in Australia has decided
to step down from this post. We
would like to record our thanks to
Peter for all his work on behalf of
the TTRCA and wish him well with
his move to Victoria. Also we hope
that he manages to locate the
boxes of Trix and can start setting
up again.

These Overseas Representative
posts are an important part of the
TTRCA organisation. Whilst the
work involved is not onerous, it is
extremely helpful to have a local
contact with knowledge of his/her
own area. It is also likely to encour-
age potential members, who can
identify with someone in their own
country, rather than remotely in the
UK.

We are therefore very keen to fill
this post and would appreciate
hearing from anyone who would be
interested in taking on the role.
Please contact David Holmes - his
contact number and email address
are in the Gazette - and help to
keep the TTRCA Australian flag fly-

ing.




| recently joined the TCS. What
has this to do with TRIX | hear you
ask? Well it reminded me of the
time | was dabbling in the fine
scale modelling world (in my case
collecting).

In the late 1960’s | belonged to a
model railway club in central Lon-
don, we met every Thursday eve-
ning. Every fortnight at the club
was “test track night”. The club
room was taken over by an enor-
mous oval of various continuous
track (no points); the radius of the
curved section was at least 6 foot
which was the minimum require-
ment for running scaled wheeled 4-
6-2 locos with close coupled rolling
stock. The tracks catered for: N
gauge, OO gauge, EM gauge and
Proto 4, depending on your choice.

At the time | was a member TRIX
had just brought out their OO
gauge 4mm fine scale Flying
Scotsman. | purchased two of
these. | had both bodies painted,
lined and lettered in LNER “Apple”
green livery by Alan Brack (can’t
remember full name we always
shortened it)...But.. one chassis
was completely rebuilt to OO
gauge, 4mm, fine scale standard
with a five pole motor and the other
chassis remained as it left the TRIX
factory. The difference in terms of
appearance between the two was
marked. As every A3 pacific LNER
model was being called “The Fly-
ing Scotsman”, | had both mine
renamed and numbered, Shotover

and The Great Northern respec-
tively! The scaled chassis version
compared very favourably with
other modellers’ fine scale scratch
builds.

Another excellent competitor in
the finescale market were the TRIX
private owner wagons. A fellow
member of the London club had a
rake of these which he had very
realistically “dirted up”. They looked
very convincing lumbering round
the “test track” with a suitably
“dirty” goods traffic locomotive.

| often wondered why | was not
bothered that TRIX AC stock never
looked very realistic and was never
tempted to exchange it all for the
much more realistic Hornby Dublo.
Apart from financial considerations
| think it must have been because
being born just after the war | was
brought up on a diet of Trix Twin
and the early Rev. Awdry books. It
has occurred to me that the illustra-
tions of some of the engines in
those early books were not dissimi-
lar to the TTR 0-4-0 tender en-
gines. In particular | was thinking of
James The Red Engine, he was
black at one time, (see ‘Thomas &
The Breakdown Train’) and Edward
The Blue Engine. Thomas in my
opinion was a horrid, conceited lit-
tle engine and | appreciated the
sentiment expressed on a model
railway layout | saw at Biggleswade
which stated quite firmly in big
capital letters that This Layout was
a “Thomas Free Zone”. ONLY IT
WASN'T as he had a broken up
body of “Thomas” in one of trucks
(the face was clearly visible)!!

One of the articles which | read in
the TCS gazette was asking fellow
collectors which single model they
would take with them on a desert
island. No you can’'t choose the

TRIX Junior system because al-
though it is capable of running in-
dependently it is more than one
item. | was interested to note that
one TCS member had chosen the
TTR BR tarpaulin wagon. | would
have to choose my first TTR 0-4-0
tender engine, purchased for my
third Christmas (1950). It was black
with an LMS tender. Sadly | did not
retain the LMS tender and re-
painted it with a BR transfer on one
of my “modernisation” efforts. My
father lost no time in telling me |
stupid | had been. | have to admit
that now, some 50 odd years on, |
thoroughly agree with him. How-
ever the damage is done! The rake
of “custard and cream” coaches
from my “second train” also suf-
fered from an amateur repaint job.
This act of vandalism has been
rescued from the disaster as they
have now been restored and re-
painted by John Hopkinson to form
a first class rake of Pullmans. How-
ever | digress!

The reason for choosing the
black 0-4-0 is because the working
mechanism has never failed or
been repaired in the 57 years of its
life. It has survived rolling off the
operating table onto a concrete
floor (several times | am ashamed
to say) and although the cab got a
little bent and the cab steps are
missing on one side it runs as fast
as it ever did, and the reversing
mechanism remains perfect. |
would have to very careful of the
sand....

Has anyone else got any favour-
ite TRIX item they would take with
them to a desert island? Let us
know; we would love to hear from
you.

Mary Lillford
TTRCA Secretary

U.S Gas

What can be done
with a ‘Texaco’ when
the paint is past re-
storing.

Adds a little colour
(color?) to the scene.



